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on to this glacier basin and from it climb up on
to the North Col. But first he must get loads for
a camp dumped on the Hlakpa La preliminary to
the advance in force.
The start at an early hour on September 20th
was   propitious   enough,   and   Mallory   and   his
companion, Morshead, experienced the delight of
treading snow that was both crisp and solid.    They
were making, too, straight for Everest and hopes
were high.    But it was a hard struggle through the
crevasses of the glacier and over the snow of the
higher part which was now of the shifting substance
of fine   powder.    The   leaders  tried to  stamp   a
firm way for the poor laden porters, but without
success.    The party straggled badly.    But Mallory
pressed on to the top of the pass to show that it
could be reached.    And under the inspiration of his
example the little party fought its way up the final
slopes and deposited eleven loads at the summit.
Mallory was now once more on the Hlakpa La,
and the weather was fine so that he could see the
North Col and slopes of Everest clearly. The
sight gave him to think. The ascent to the North
Col from the glacier basin was no light matter.
[t was a wall of formidable dimensions, perhaps a
thousand feet high, its surface was unpleasantly
broken by insuperable bergschrunds; and the
general angle was undoubtedly steep. It was, in
Fact, a hanging glacier on a huge scale. Mallory
was in good hopes they would get up. But it
would not be work for untrained men. And to
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